
-1-

CALENDAR ITEM

C67
A 26, 33, 34, 36, 38, 42 10/16/15

J. DeLeon
A. Awan

S 8, 16, 19, 21, 23, 28 J. Fabel

CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO SIGN, AS A
CONSULTING PARTY, THE AGREEMENT TITLED “FINAL PROGRAMMATIC

AGREEMENT AMONG THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION,
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT – CALIFORNIA, AND THE CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION REGARDING NATIONAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION ACT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE WEST MOHAVE PLAN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND THE WEST MOHAVE ROUTE

NETWORK PROJECT”

BACKGROUND:
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is proposing the West Mojave Route
Network Project (WMRNP) in the West Mojave (WEMO) area of the California
desert. The WMRNP is a travel management planning effort covering 9.24
million acres in San Bernardino, Los Angeles, Kern, Inyo, and Riverside
Counties. The BLM manages approximately 3.1 million acres of these lands.
Although the WMRNP only directly affects federal lands, the California State
Lands Commission (Commission) has numerous inholdings within the area that
may be indirectly affected by federal route planning.

To implement the WMRNP, BLM has coordinated with numerous parties,
including the Commission, to fulfill its consultation requirements under section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). To that end, BLM has
circulated a final programmatic agreement (the Agreement) regarding
responsibilities under the NHPA. The Agreement defines BLM’s role in tribal
consultation, communication and information sharing with other parties, and
identification, evaluation, and treatment of historic properties in the WEMO area.
The primary signatories of the agreement are BLM, the California State Historic
Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

BLM has asked the Commission along with 53 other parties, including federal,
state and local agencies, Indian tribes, and private groups to sign as consulting
parties to the Agreement. Staff believes that participating as a consulting party
will benefit the Commission in the following ways:
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• the Commission will be kept informed of BLM’s work regarding route
designations in the WEMO area;

• the Commission will be kept informed of cultural resource identification
and preservation efforts in the WEMO area, including resources near or
that cross onto state land; and

• the Commission, as a consulting party, will have a voice in how BLM
designates and treats cultural resources and impact areas.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. The staff recommends that the Commission find that the subject

authorization to sign the Agreement as a consulting party does not have a
potential for resulting in either a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect
physical change in the environment, and is, therefore, not a project in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Authority: Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, section 15060, subdivision (c) (3) and 15378.

EXHIBIT:
A. Final Programmatic Agreement Among the Advisory Council on Historic

Preservation, the Bureau of Land Management – California, and the
California Office of Historic Preservation Regarding National Historic
Preservation Act Responsibilities for the West Mohave Plan
Environmental Impact Statement and the West Mohave Route Network
Project

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
It is recommended that the Commission:

CEQA FINDING:
Find that the subject authorization to sign the Agreement as a consulting
party is not subject to the requirements of CEQA pursuant to California
Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15060, subdivision (c) (3) because
the subject activity is not a project as defined by Public Resources Code
section 21065 and California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15378.

AUTHORIZATION:
1. Authorize the Executive Officer or her designee to sign, as a

consulting party, the agreement titled “Final Programmatic
Agreement Among the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation,
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the Bureau of Land Management – California, and the California
Office of Historic Preservation Regarding National Historic
Preservation Act Responsibilities for the West Mohave Plan
Environmental Impact Statement and the West Mohave Route
Network Project.”

2. Direct Commission staff to take whatever action is necessary or
appropriate as a consulting party to the Agreement.
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